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to the test of real life. In conversation you never get a system. What is said upon a subject is to be gathered from a hundred people. The parts of a truth, which a man gets thus, are at such a distance from each other that he never attains to a full view.'
'To BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.
'DEAR SIR,
' I have enquired more minutely about the medicine for the rheumatism, which I am sorry to hear that you still want. The receipt is this:
' Take equal quantities of flour of sulphur, &s\& flour of mustard-seed, make them an electuary with honey or treacle; and take a bolus as big as a nutmeg several times a day, as you can bear it : drinking after it a quarter of a pint of the infusion of the root of Lovage.
' Lovage, in Ray's Nomenclature, is Levisticum : perhaps the Botanists may know the Latin name.
' Of this medicine I pretend not to judge. There is all the appearance of its efficacy,which a single instance can afford: the patient was very old, the pain very violent, and the relief, I think, speedy and lasting.
' My opinion of alterative medicine is not high, but quid tentasse nocebitl if it does harm, or does no good, it may be omitted; but that it may do good, you have, I hope, reason to think is desired by, ' Sir, your most affectionate,
' Humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'April 17,1775.'
On Tuesday, April 18, he and I were engaged to go with Sir Joshua Reynolds to dine with Mr. Cambridge', at his beautiful villa on the banks of the Thames, near Twickenham. Dr. Johnson's tardiness was such, that Sir Joshua, who had an appointment at Richmond, early in the day, was obliged to go by himself on horseback, leaving his coach to Johnson and me. Johnson was in such good spirits, that every thing seemed to please him as we drove along.
Our conversation turned on a variety of subjects.    He
under March 30,1783.
thought saitl to him,'do not talk from bonks,'   Hoswdl'M Jfe&n't/fs, Nov. 3, 1773.   ^'^ fiM/> m< U3> notc *• ^or HonwcH's want of learning.
